Educator’s
ricartland Heartbeat

Volume 12 Issue 3 January, 2009
www.efdlrs.net/heartland

N,‘W\\‘WW” (Y &

Welcome back and happy New Year! We hope that everyone had a very blessed and
relaxing holiday break and are ready to delve into the new year. Don’t forget that
FDLRS Heartland has a new website. If you haven’t book marked it on your computer
be sure you do. We want you to refer to it often for class information, registrations, etc.

The new website is www.efdlrs.net/heartland

DON’T FORGET!

FDLRS Heartland wants to remind everyone to be sure and complete the needs
assessment survey on our website. This is the best way to let us know what your needs
are.

Go to the homepage on www.efdlrs.net/heartland and click on the link entitled
“FDLRS Needs Assessment Survey”. You can also find the survey by clicking on the
link that says “What’s New At FDLRS Heartland”. Either link will take you to the short
questionnaire and help us to help you.

The Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System is funded by the State of Florida, Department of Education, Division of Public
Schools and Community Education, Bureau of Exceptional Education & Student Services, through federal assistance under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). IDEA Part B, Preschool; and State General Revenue Funds
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New Items in our Resource Collectionl!

Don't forget that FDLRS Heartland has a resource collection available to all
teachers. We have just recently added some new materials to assist you
with your classroom instruction.

Contact us at 863 531 0444 ex 228 if you want to check one of these out.

1. Differentiated Instruction in Action - Carol Ann Tomlinson

Differentiated Instruction is brought to life in this practical, easily implemented
professional development program. Multiple vignettes depict the many ways that
teachers can provide respectful tasks to all students and support all learners.
Using the integrated professional development plan, with accompanying power
point and handouts, will empower educators as they lead for student success.

2. Ideas, Samples and Designs — Helping All Students Learn
Successftully in General Education - Patti McVay and Heidi Wilson

This book includes ideas for educators, parents, and others interested in building
success for all students, with and without disabilities. These samples and ideas
are for modifying the day-to-day curriculum and activities for students with a
variety of learning needs.

Handbook of Special Education Technology Research and Practice -
Dave Edyburn, Kyle Higgins, Randall Boone

An authoritative single volume reference documenting the latest research and
practice developments in special education technology.



3. Reading in the Content Areas with Resource-Based CRISS
Strategies, Elementary Edition - Featuring Carol Santa (videos)

Project CRISS (CReating Independence through Student-owned Strategies)
provides teachers with a philosophy, planning guidelines, and classroom strategies
to help students read and comprehend in the various content areas.

4. Readling in the Content Areas with Resource-Based CRISS
Strategies, Secondary Edition - Featuring Carol Santa (videos)

Project CRISS (CReating Independence through Student-owned Strategies)
provides teachers with a philosophy, planning guidelines, and classroom strategies
to help students read and comprehend in the various content areas.

5. Differentiation in Practice, A Resource Guide for Differentiating
Curriculum Grades K-5 - Carol Ann Tomlinson & Caroline Cunningham
Eidson

Teaches you how to implement differentiated curriculum in all subject areas.
Included are: annotated lesson plans for units in lang. arts, social studies, science
and math; samples of differentiated product assignments, rubrics and homework
handouts; overview of non-negotiable in differentiated classrooms and guidelines
for using the book as a learning tool; extended glossary and recommended readings
for further exploration of key ideas & strategies.

6. Differentiation in Practice, A Resource Guide for Differentiating
Curriculum Grades 5-9 - Carol Ann Tomlinson & Caroline Cunningham
Eidson

Teaches you how to implement differentiated curriculum in all  subject areas.
Included are: annotated lesson plans for units in lang. arts, social studies, science,
math and world/foreign languages; samples of differentiated worksheets, product
assignments, rubrics and homework handouts; overview of essential elements of
differentiated instruction and guidelines for using the book as a learning tool;
extended glossary and recommended readings for further exploration of key ideas
& strategies.



Coming Soon!!

FDLRS Heartland is currently working on publishing our resource collection on the new website.
There will be a complete list of everything with a description of each item that is available to check out
for use in your classrooms. Also on the site will be a link to download a check-out sheet that can be
completed and faxed back to us. Once the check-out sheet is received, the item will be delivered to
your school by courier (if it isn’t already checked out by someone else). We hope that this will
become a ready resource for teachers and staff. If there is something that you would like to see in our
resource collection let us know. If at all possible, we will try to accommodate your purchase requests.
Just remember that purchases need to be research based educational materials.

US Office of Disability Employment Policy Releases New Fact Sheets

ODEP has released three new fact sheets that provide disability employment
information for parents, youth and employers:

Creating a Path to Employment: Tips for Parents with Children with Disabilities
http://www.dol.gov/odep/documents/creating_path to Employment.pdf

ODEP Essential Skills to Getting a Job: What Young People with Disabilities Need to

__/ Office of Disabiity | [<NOW

—t Employment Policy | http://www.dol.gov/odep/documents/essential_job_skills.pdf

Shaping Tomorrowds Wor kforce: I ncl ud
Disabilities
http://www.dol.gov/odep/documents/shaping_tomorrows_workforce.pdf

Visit our website @ www.efdlrs.net/heartland



http://www.dol.gov/odep/documents/creating_path_to_Employment.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/odep/documents/essential_job_skills.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/odep/documents/shaping_tomorrows_workforce.pdf
http://www.efdlrs.net/heartland

reartland

Three New PDA/ESE Courses Offered

Assessment & Evaluation
This module provides a comprehensive understanding of the purposes of assessment; the legal
requirements, including IDEA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and No Child Left Behind
(NCLB); assessment accommodations; and alternate assessment opportunities. It also includes
extensive information on formal and informal types of assessments utilized in Florida. (60 points)

Interpersonal Interactions & Participation
This module complements the transition module and supports several of the skills covered in that unit.
In this module, you will examine various teaching strategies for helping students develop successful
life skills. From gathering information and evaluating student progress in generalizing and transferring
learned skills, to supporting self-determination and self-advocacy across all settings, the Interpersonal
Interactions and Participation module will assist you as you help your students actively participate at
all levels of the continuum. (30 points)

Differentiating Reading Instruction
This module will focus on how to use the guidelines for differentiation and strategies to support
differentiation to improve instruction for all students. It will also emphasize a variety of ways to make
instruction more explicit and intense to achieve optimal results for students with reading difficulties,
especially those who experience significant or persistent challenges in learning to read or in reading to
learn. (60 points)
Satisfies competency 4 & 5 of reading endorsement.

For Registration forms and information visit our website @

www.efdlrs.net/heartland



FIl ori dads virtual ESE Online Di st e
Program

Virtual ESE Online Distance Learning Program
Spring 2009 Course Offerings

The spring 2009 schedule of courses supported via the statewide Virtual Exceptional Student Education
(ESE) Online Distance Learning Program will include:
e Assistive Technology for Students with Low Incidence Disabilities in Special Education
¢ Nature of Autism: Theory and Educational Practice
e Collaborative Transition and Career Planning for Students with Low Incidence
Disabilities

e Nature of Severe/Profound Disabilities: Theory and Educational Practice

e Assessment, Curriculum, and Instruction for Students with Severe Disabilities

These courses are being advertised by the Florida Department of Education, Bureau of Exceptional
Education and Student Services to assist teachers seeking an endorsement in Autism and
Severe/Profound Disabilities. Please include announcements of these course offerings in regional notices,
listservs or newsletters for teachers. A copy of the Virtual ESE Online Distance Learning Program Spring
2009 flyer and Frequently Asked Questions document are included.

Since the Virtual ESE Online Distance Learning Program is the vehicle that connects special education
courses from around the state, students register for the courses through the participating university nearest
them. Each participating university and the contact persons are listed below each course offering.

Students must have email and Internet capabilities.

If you have any questions, please contact Julie Crosby, F|l or i dadés St at e entGram,nel D
by telephone at (772) 462-7187 or via email at jcrosby@ircc.edu

Visit our website @www.efdlrs.net/heartland
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FDLRS Heartland presents
Electronic Profe ssional Development (EPD)

This is a Florida Department of Education online professional development for teachers. The

courses are designed to provide easily accessi

in using instructional approaches that work and have evidence to support their effectiveness. The
courses offer the knowledge, practical application, and support for implementation, as well as
assistance with measuring impact on student performance.

Do these questions apply to you?
x  Are you concerned about your student’s performance on the F-CAT?
x Is your school under pressure to meet AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) requirements of No
Child Left Behind?
x Do you have students with diverse learning needs in your classes?
x  Are you unwilling to “water down” your curriculum or lower your standards for students who
struggle?

These online courses may be for you:
EPD Concept Mastery Routine

EPD Unit Organizer
Each course requires three face-to-face meetings. 1% Face to Face Meeting: (additional meeting dates
TBD @ 1* meeting).

DATES Location TIME
1/13/09 - UNIT Organizer FDLRS Lake Placid 4:00PM-600PM
1/20/09 — Concept Mastery FDLRS Lake Placid 4:00PM-600PM

Visit the course location at www.epdflorida.org

For more information and registrations forms visit our website @
www.efdlrs.net/heartland

Gifted Add On Endorsement

The second of our Gifted Add On Endorsement classes this 2008-09 year has begun. ‘“Nature and
Needs of Gifted Students”, taught by Mason Whidden, began January 6™ and goes through March 24™.
We are very fortunate to have Mason teach these classes through our center and encourage anyone who
is working toward Gifted Add On Endorsement to get enrolled and go through the series of classes
when they are offered again.
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Class offerings for JanuaryMarch, 2009

January, 2009

HRD:
Writing Quality Measurable Annual Goals
CHAMPS - behavior management
Gifted Endorsement
PDA-ESE Differentiating Reading Instruction (Jan. 20 i Apr. 30)
PDA-ESE Assessment and Evaluation (Jan. 207 Mr. 30)
PDA-ESE Interpersonal Interactions & Participation (Jan. 201 Mr. 30)

PARENT:
FCAT Accommodations

TECHNOLOGY:
Lab on Tools for Writing & Publishing
FCAT Accommodations/Assistive Technology (LOTTIE Kit)

February, 2009

HRD:
Positive Beginnings - positive behavior support for pre-schools
FUBA/BIP

PARENT:
PASSport to Success (8 wk. presentation)
Diploma Options

TECHNOLOGY:
Resources for Math & Science (on-line)
Training on Tool Identified through AT Needs Assessment Survey

March, 2009

HRD:
Just Read Florida! (overview of competencies, etc.)

PARENT:
Accommodation/Modifications

TECHNOLOGY:
Technology for the Fine Arts (eline presentation & face to face Lab)

For more iformation watch our website @
www.efdlrs.net/heartland

The FDLRS Heartland Associate Center serves Exceptional Student Education in DeSoto, Glades, Hendry, and Highlands
Counties. 1076 US Hwy 27 North ~ Lake Placid, FL 33852-9436 ~ 863-531-0444 Ext. 228



